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Introduction
The IQ-Comp is a versatile compressor that is suited for all  mixing and mastering 

applications.  Besides  two different compression modes (CALM & ROUGH) it  allows 

selective sound coloration using the colourEQs.

The – also external – sidechain signal can be filtered, for example to avoid pumping. 

Additionally  to the normal stereo mode a dual-mono and mid/side (M/S) mode is 

available. In the latter cases two independent compressors are used.

This is completed by a dry/wet control for parallel compression, an optional clipping 

stage at the output and up to 64-times oversampling.

Quick Start
After the installation via the HOFA-Plugins Manager, the IQ-Comp can be loaded in an 

insert slot of your DAW. In Pro Tools 11, AudioSuite is available too.

The  IQ-Comp  defaults  to  auto  mode  using  the  calm  compression.  Due  to  the 

adaptivity, the auto mode can be used in a variety of applications. Set the threshold 

until you can see the compressor work on the gain reduction graph.

Using the preset buttons and colour amount control in the colour module you can 

experiment with the IQ-Comp's sound coloration feature.

Installation
To install  HOFA IQ-Comp you will  need the HOFA-Plugins Manager which you can 

download here:

http://hofa-plugins.de/pages/start_en/downloads_en.php

The HOFA-Plugins Manager also allows installing all further products by HOFA-Plugins 

which you can test for 14 days if you are interested.

Select  "Install"  in  the  field  "HOFA IQ-Comp".  Furthermore you need to  select  the 

plugin format that you want to install  at the bottom of the window. The plugin is 

available in VST, VST3, AU (Mac only), RTAS and AAX format.

By clicking "INSTALL" or "APPLY CHANGES", the latest version of the software will be 

downloaded and installed to your computer.



If you have not yet purchased the product, you can test it for 14 days. Click on "Start 

Demo" to start that 14-day period.

Activation
The activation of the plugin is done with the HOFA-Plugins Manager, which is also used 

for the installation.

A detailed description of the activation and deactivation process is available here:

http://hofa-plugins.de/media/HOFA_Plugins/manuals/Activation-Deactivation_en.pdf



The Plugin

Overview
The IQ-Comp is split into different modules to keep the interface structured despite its 

versatile possibilities.

1. Toolbar  
2. Input Module  
3. Output Module  
4. Gain-Reduction Graph  
5. Compressions Module  
6. colour Module  
7. Sidechain Module  



Toolbar

The toolbar allows accessing features that are used very often: Undo/Redo, two states 

to compare different settings, preset management, toggling between Stereo, Dual-

Mono and Mid/Side (M/S) mode as well  as the settings menu and a link to (this) 

manual.

Undo/Redo: with this buttons you can undo and redo any editing 
steps.

To allow a quick A-B comparison you can use these buttons to switch 
between two different settings. A click on the arrow will copy state A 
to B or vice versa. Both states have their own undo/redo history.

Opens the presets overview. After loading a preset, the preset's 
name is also shown and two arrows appear which can be used to 
step through presets.

Toggle between Stereo, Dual-Mono and Mid/Side mode. Not shown 
on mono tracks.

Opens the settings menu.

Opens the Help Menu.



Presets

This extra window can be opened using the toolbar and contains the presets. The 

window can be dragged with the mouse when grabbing the upper area. It is also 

possible to resize the window in the lower right corner.

This window contains the HOFA presets and also allows user preset management. The 

current settings can be saved using "Add Preset". As soon as user presets exist, these 

are shown in the "User" folder.

User Presets can be renamed or deleted using the pen or trash icon. The icons only 

appear as long as the mouse hovers over a preset.

It is also possible to step through the presets using the cursor keys.



Settings Menu

The settings menu allows access to less often used settings.

Set or reset the default settings. 
A new plugin is also loaded with 
these settings.

Gain-Reduction graph range.

To avoid shifting the stereo image 
when using the clipper, left and 
right or mid and side clipping can 
be linked.

Selects whether the clipping is 
applied to the processed signal or 
to the mixed signal after the 
dry/wet control.

You can change the colours of the 
spectral areas that are influenced 
by the ColourEQs.

Online oversampling setting. The 
IQ-Comp internally works with at 
least 88.2 kHz.
In live mode the IQ-Comp has no 
latency but the look-ahead for the 
compressor or colourEQs is 
disabled.



If the DAW notifies the plugin 
about an offline rendering, this 
setting is used. This way, 
rendering can be done with 
higher quality settings. The 
offline oversampling is at least as 
high as the online oversampling.

Resetting the peak hold display 
when parameters are changed.

Resetting the Max-GR display 
when relevant parameters 
(threshold, ratio, etc.) are 
changed.

Help Menu

Opens (this) manual

Display tooltips on mouse-over.

Enables the info popup about linking parameters 
via the Alt-key (Pro Tools & Logic Ctrl key) when 
switching to Dual-Mono or M/S mode.

Checks whether updates are available.

Input Module
The input module contains a level display, the input trim control and a 

peak display. All peak displays can be reset with a mouse click. If the 

Ctrl key is held down, the other peak displays are reset too.



Output Module
The output module contains a peak and level display and an 

output  trim  like  the  input  display.  Additionally  a  dry/wet 

control  for  parallel  compression  and  a  clipping  stage  are 

included.

The clipping stage can be set to process the signal before or after the dry/wet control. 

Accordingly the compressed signal is clipped and mixed to the dry signal or the mixed 

signal is clipped. If clipping is set to "Off" no clipping is applied.

Besides the controls are displays that show the clip reduction, the gain reduction and 

the output level.



Gain-Reduction Graph

7The colourEQs allow to model the gain reduction in dependency of the frequency. The 

graph  therefore  shows  the  gain  reduction  over  frequency.  If  the  colourEQs  are 

disabled, no frequency markers are shown and the frequency scale is grayed out.

In Mid/Side mode the mid or side signal can be soloed via a button that appears when 

the mouse is over the gain reduction graph.

Compressions Module

Here, the compression mode as well as the parameters threshold, ratio, attack and 

release can be controlled. Also, the auto mode where ratio, attack and release are 

adapted  to  the  current  signal  as  well  as  the  sidechain  filter  (see  also  Sidechain 

Module) can be enabled.

If the IQ-Comp is not in live mode (Settings->Oversampling), the attack time can be 

set to "Ahead". In this mode, the compression starts before the signal level increases, 

allowing a precise reduction of transients.



Colour Module

The  colour  module  contains  two  colourEQs  which  allow  signal  coloration  using  a 

frequency dependent modification of the gain reduction.

In GO! mode, six presets are available. Their intensity can be set with the Amount 

control.

When switching to expert mode, both colourEQs can be set individually. If the Ahead 

button is enabled, the colourEQs start working before the compression begins. This 

allows precise transient manipulations.

Sidechain Module
A compressor detects the level of a sidechain signal and controls the compression 

accordingly. Normally, the input signal is used as sidechain. It is also possible to use 

external  sources  instead,  for  example  to  create  ducking  or  pumping  effects. 

Furthermore the compressor's behavior can be influenced when an EQ is applied to 

the sidechain signal, for example to let the compressor react especially to sibilants.

 

In this module the sidechain signal 

can  be  processed  and  its  source 

can be selected. The SOLO button 

allows listening to the sidechain signal. If no external sidechain signal is available, the 

internal signal is used.

There are two EQs with six filter types (low-cut, high-cut, bandpass, peak, low shelf 

and high shelf) and frequency, Q-factor and – if available – gain controls.

To the right of the filter controls you can find is a spectral view of the sidechain signal  

and the filter's frequency response.



Contact

HOFA GmbH

Lusshardtstraße 1-3

D-76689 Karlsdorf 

E-Mail: plugins@hofa.de

Phone : 0049 7251 3472 444

www.hofa-plugins.de

VST is a trademark of Steinberg Media Technologies GmbH.
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